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• Goal was to describe the 
organization of mental processes: 
“the whole is greater than the sum 
of its parts.”
•
• Birth date: april 15, 1880
• death date: october 12, 1943

Occupation: 
• 1929-1933 : university of frankfurt
• rest of the time: the new school in new york

School of thought:
• wertheimer refuted wundt and titchener’s 

idea saying that one should look at the 
entire thing and not just the small 
elements of conciousness. One can not learn 
everything about one person from the 
small elements of their consciousness but 
from the larger elements of their 
consciousness.

• wrote a book called “productive thinking”

Gestalt Psychology Wertheimer had a wife and together 

they had four children. 19 years after 

being married, they got divorced.


